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TOMATO DREAMS
ON DEER ISLAND

To the editor:
We love the deer, we really do. Living

in a place named after deer, you must ac-
cept them, but I’ll admit it’s a love/hate
relationship we have with them. But most-
ly love.

The deer were the cute little bonuses of
living on an island named after these inno-
cent, brown-eyed “dogs” with long legs.
This past summer, after our move to Deer
Island with months of unpacking ahead,
we decided to enjoy the benefits of the
yard and grow tomatoes. How naive we
were!

You see, we were apartment dwellers
prior to our move to Deer Island. We lived
with balcony gardens for years, and the
deer that visited our “city balcony garden”
were not able to reach our garden.

Moving to Deer Island to a house with a
yard, we dreamed of beautiful gardens of
flowers and vegetables. We planned where
and how to grow a garden, but the chores
of getting settled in overtook our garden
dreams. We settled on a patio garden of
tomatoes and flowers.

It was ironic, though. After months of
trying to grow tomatoes, the deer refused
the very plant they had “trimmed” on a
regular basis through the growing season
when we offered it to them willingly.

When we were done with our tomato
plant “experiment,” we freely offered the
dying tomato plant out in “their” area, only
to discover they refused to eat it. Maybe
they were full after months of trying free
samples of our tomato plants from our
deck.

We had even offered them a “sacrifi-
cial” tomato plant as a decoy during the
growing season. We could then focus on
the bigger of the two plants we grew. This
idea somewhat worked for a while, and
the deer’s sacrificial plant always came
back healthier than before. Win, win!

We benefitted as we were able to grow
at least one huge tomato plant late into the
season, and the deer could snack on the
weaker plant. But still no tomatoes, only
blossoms. We finally decided to move the
bigger tomato plant indoors in the fall
when frost threatened to kill our tomato
dreams. In late November, we moved the
tomato plant indoors to our sun porch to
continue its growing season, which went
into December.

One day one of our two cats decided to
sample the taste of the indoor tomato plant
and ingested a few leaves. This caused
him an instant upset tummy, and he vom-
ited it back up. Unknown to us, tomato
plants are toxic to cats but not lethal. A
quick call to a vet confirmed this. The cat
was fine later and unscathed. But out the
door went the big tomato plant. We did
manage to get about a dozen tomatoes be-
fore giving in to Mother Nature.

The deer now sniffed it but would not
touch it. What? Wait a minute. Our months
of battles to save it was now met with
snubs from our deer? Maybe they were
too accustomed to the tastes of bags of
apples we purchased for them until we
were spending way more than we care to
admit.

In the end, the frost caused the tomato
plant its final demise. Maybe next year we
should stick to the local veggie stand?

Maggie Pearce-Pollock
Deer Island

by Robin Hadlock Seeley
Supporting the working waterfront

means supporting fishery habitat. Rock-
weed, our local seaweed along low tide
shorelines, is a vital commercial fishery
habitat. At least 22 commercially fished
species, including cod, pollock, herring
and lobster, use rockweed as habitat. But
rockweed is also the target of an industry
under pressure to remove more and more
rockweed to process into fertilizers.

Expanding and intensifying rockweed
removal from our coast is a lose-lose prop-
osition. Our coastal ecosystem, including
fisheries, loses. Without a vital coastal ec-
osystem, the working waterfront is at risk.
And landowners whose rockweed be-
comes a target of the rockweed industry
lose their property, with absolutely noth-
ing to show for it.

Rockweed’s pivotal role in our coastal
ecosystem, sustaining our local fishing
economy and working waterfront, has
never been more clear. As well as serving
as a foundation of our fisheries, rockweed
is also a living buffer that protects our
shoreline from storm waves; a major car-
bon absorber in Maine’s climate strategy;
and wildlife habitat for declining shore-
birds. Rockweed does not grow back
quickly after harvest but takes years to
recover with a growth rate of 1–3 inches
per year. A paper published last year
claiming that rockweed grows back quick-
ly after harvest has just been soundly re-
butted by an experienced team of three
marine biologists and a statistician in a
paper about be published.

Nevertheless, the rockweed industry in
Washington County is still trying to con-
vince landowners that it is a good thing to
give away their rockweed. A current job
advertisement for a rockweed harvest
manager states that one job responsibility
is “increase acceptability of the rockweed
harvest” in order to open up new areas for
cutting.

All of us, but especially landowners
with rockweed on their property, should
think carefully about who loses and who
wins in this operation. Cut rockweed’s an-
nual value in Maine, at pennies per pound,
has ranked below the annual value of most
of Maine’s fisheries statewide for years.
Remarkably, even the total statewide har-
vest of rockweed is worth less than 1% of
total fisheries value in Washington Coun-
ty.

The Maine judiciary has unequivocally
found that intertidal rockweed is owned
by the landowner and thus landowners can
protect their own rockweed. Long-term
Calais residents who were plaintiffs in

Ross v. Acadian Seaplants in 2019 won a
decision from the Maine Supreme Judi-
cial Court establishing that rockweed may
not be cut without landowners’ permis-
sion. In 2021 the rockweed industry tried
to overturn the Ross decision by suing
several landowners and me to get free ac-
cess to landowners’ rockweed for com-
mercial harvesting. A Maine superior
court judge determined that the suit
against four landowners and me was a
SLAPP suit.

Thank goodness, too, that Maine’s leg-
islature has recently defeated damaging
bills that would have made it possible for
rockweed harvesters to take landowner’s
rockweed without their permission. This
year, bill LD 2003 was the industry’s lat-
est attempt to change Maine law so they
can take rockweed from landowners with-
out permission. LD 2003 sought to define
rockweed cutting as “fishing” to open up
the Maine coast to unlimited harvesting.
Organizations and individuals from across
Maine standing up against this bill include
the Protect Maine’s Fishing Heritage
Foundation, which sent two fishermen to
testify against the bill in person, the Maine
Association of Realtors and the Natural
Resources Council of Maine, Friends of
Casco Bay, Friends of Cobscook Bay and
Maine Audubon.

Bailey Bowden, chair of the shellfish
committee for the town of Penobscot, said
that LD 2003 is “horrible legislation. Peo-
ple are going to come in and hack the
heck out of the rockweed. Cutting rock-
weed is different than just taking clams
from mudflats – it’s harvesting the very
ecosystem itself.” Fortunately, LD 2003
died in the Joint Committee on Marine
Resources last month.

We have a choice to make. How can
rockweed best benefit the Washington
County economy? As habitat and food for
our fish, lobsters and scallops? Or as sea-
weed biomass worth pennies per pound,
to be cut and processed into fertilizer?

The commercial fisheries that depend
on rockweed have a far greater value for
Washington County than harvested cut
rockweed does. Landowners saying “no”
to more rockweed harvesting will protect
our vital working waterfront. Supporting
our fisheries and working waterfront re-
quires us to protect the rockweed that
those fisheries depend on.

(Robin Hadlock Seeley, Ph.D., is a resi-
dent of Pembroke, an ESA certified ecolo-
gist, a 2022 Natural Resources Council of
Maine Conservation Leadership awardee
and executive director of the Maine Rock-
weed Coalition.)

MAGA leaders.
Even Newt Gingrich reacted to this

false parallel of Trump/Navalny or Biden/
Putin by stating: “Navalny’s death in pris-
on is a brutal reminder that jailing your
political opponents is inhumane and a vi-
olation of every principle of a free society
and is a brutal reminder that Putin is not
President Biden. President Biden doesn’t
invade neighbors on a false pretext, kill-
ing indiscriminately. He doesn’t make
people who have fallen out of favor, fall
from windows of tall buildings, poison
them, drum up charges against them and
send them to a Siberian gulag. If you can’t
see the difference, then I say that you
have lost or discarded your capacity for
moral reasoning.”

No, Trump cannot be compared to Na-
valny, or Biden to Putin, a false narrative
that is being circulated by the pro-Putin
faction in our Senate. Trump is not an
innocent anti-corruption crusader, a cham-
pion of democracy and the rule of law,
brutalized and murdered by Putin; no, in
fact he is just the opposite. Indeed, one
reason we know that the comparison is
false is that criticizing Putin can land you
in a prison cell, and worse, criticizing
President Biden can land you on Fox TV.

Heidi Herzberger
Trescott

RESPONSE TO NAVALNY’S DEATH
To the editor:

The only response of all decent people
to the death of Alexei Navalny, the brave
critic of Putin’s regime, is grief, disgust
and unqualified condemnation. It is the
sort of event that defines the malevolent
nature of Putin’s Russia. But that sort of
moral response evidently was above the
reach of Mr. Trump and some prominent

of interfering with foreign countries so
American companies benefit from the ex-
ploitation of those countries’ resources,
according to A People’s History of the
United States by Howard Zinn. There is a
law in physics that says every action has
an equal and opposite reaction. It just
doesn’t always happen immediately.

There is an old saying that if one
doesn’t learn from history they are
doomed to repeat it. During
WWII many people, including
Americans, paid the ultimate
sacrifice to destroy exactly what
the MAGA crowd is trying to
create in the U.S. They are using the same
tactics that Hitler used in Germany. How
does that demonstrate respect for the sac-
rifice their forefathers made?

The MAGA crowd talk about law and
order, yet they cheer when their narcissis-
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tic autocratic leader promotes illegal ac-
tivity against friends of the U.S. How
would they like it one of their “friends”
told them if they didn’t do a certain thing
said person would encourage someone to
kill their family members and destroy their
property? What kind of a sick mind would
support such a thing? Does any thinking
person really believe Trump cares about
anybody or anything but himself?

I was brought up to consider
the consequences of one’s
words and actions and govern
oneself accordingly. Obviously
that concept is absent in the

MAGA crowd. I have relatives that are
part of the MAGA crowd, and as soon as
the word “Trump” is mentioned their eyes
glaze over like someone hypnotized.

Wayne Sabine
Tilley, N.B.

GUEST COLUMN

A HYPNOTIZED CROWD
To the editor:

I have been trying to find the words to
describe the mental state of the MAGA
crowd, and the only one which seems to
fit is “incomprehensible.” It seems that
entry to that elite fraternity requires one to
give up the ability to think and just be-
lieve everything their god tells them. They
don’t seem to connect the dots between
the unhinged rhetoric of their illustrious
leader and reality. For example, as if
building a 1,954-mile land wall plus a 20-
mile water wall between the U.S. and
Mexico isn’t enough, they are now talk-
ing about building a 3,145-mile land wall
plus a 2,380-mile water wall between the
U.S. and Canada. What’s next, the closing
of seaports and airports?

What is really behind this isolationist
policy? The U.S. is built on the backs of
those from all over the world who want to
make a better life for themselves and their
families. Now many of their descendants
forget that they are where they are be-
cause of the actions of their ancestors.
What a self-centered ungrateful bunch.
Even those who came as slaves have
turned adversity into opportunity.

Another example is the proposed ex-
pulsion of the “scapegoats” of all the
U.S.’s problems, namely the migrants.
Does anyone ever think of the logistics
involved? Do they think that the invasion
of blue states by red states’ National
Guard troops will not threaten a civil war?
How do they intend to identify these “un-
desirables,” many of whom work at man-
ual labor jobs in agriculture, construction,
etc. that most Americans find menial.
Who will do the work when they are
gone? Do they not care that these mi-
grants are fellow human beings? Do they
honestly believe that families with small
children walk many hundreds of miles
through adverse conditions just to bring
drugs into the U.S.? Have they not heard
of the capitalism concept of supply and
demand? Without the demand for drugs
by American citizens the supply would
dry up. Again, trying to shift the blame to
someone else.

The situation at the southern border is a
symptom of a much larger problem that
cannot be solved by simply building a
wall any more than shutting off the safety
valve will stop a boiling cauldron from
continuing to boil. One of the roots of the
problem has been going on for many de-
cades. It is the U.S. government’s policy
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Protecting rockweed and working waterfront
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